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Scotland's beer and pub sector was severely impacted by the pandemic through sustained periods of closure and
measures which inhibited the sector’s ability to trade viably and freely. However, the cost-of-living crisis now facing
us all will only serve to exacerbate the challenges facing our sector. Now facing unprecedented levels of inflation,
including energy price rises with no cap like residential properties, increased staffing costs and increases through
every part of the supply chain.

Before the Covid pandemic, Scotland’s beer and pub sector was both a national economic powerhouse, and a
bedrock of local communities right across Scotland. Now however, some pubs are fighting just to survive. Our
survival and subsequent recovery is dependent on the support of national and local policymakers. Scotland’s pubs
and brewers need help NOW. As we approach the Scottish local elections, our industry is appealing for
policymakers to support the following policy measures:

LOCAL SUPPORT

, ESTABLISH ‘HOSPITALITY AND LATE-NIGHT ECONOMY CHAMPIONS’ TO ADVOCATE FOR OUR SECTOR LOCALLY AND ENSURE HIGH-LEVEL
l ' ENGAGEMENT WITH THE INDUSTRY FOR THE DURATION OF THE RECOVERY PHASE THROUGH THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF LICENSING

FORUMS

DEVELOP DEDICATED LOCAL HOSPITALITY STRATEGIES WHICH RECOGNISE THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBS, BREWERS AND LATE-NIGHT
m VENUES TO COMMUNITIES, TOWN CENTRES, THE TOURISM INDUSTRY, AND THE WIDER ECONOMY AND ENSURE THAT LOCAL AREAS ARE
% AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE FOR CONSUMERS TO VISIT AND SPEND MONEY
4 ENSURE THAT FUTURE LICENSING POLICY STATEMENTS DO NOT PLACE ADDITIONAL BURDENS ON THE BEER & PUBS SECTOR OR INHIBIT
6 THE RECOVERY, RESTRICT THE USE OF OVERPROVISION ZONES, AND MAKE SURE THAT THE INDUSTRY IS CONSULTED EXTENSIVELY
(D DURING THEIR DEVELOPMENT

PERMANENTLY WAIVE PERMIT FEES FOR OUTDOOR SEATING AND ADOPT AN APPROACH TO PLANNING POLICY WHICH PLACES PUBS AT
/ { THE HEART OF COMMUNITY AND TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION TO ENABLE PUBS AND BARS TO TRADE FREELY DURING SUMMER
T MONTHS TO HELP THE SECTOR RECOVER AND TO ACCOMMODATE CHANGED PUBLIC BEHAVIOUR AND PREFERENCES, WHILST ENSURING
THE INDUSTRY WILL BE SUPPORTED SHOULD ANOTHER VARIANT EMERGE, AND RESTRICTIONS NEED TO BE PUT BACK IN PLACE

WORK ALONGSIDE RETAILERS AND HOSPITALITY BUSINESSES TO FACILITATE SHARED DEPOSIT RETURN SCHEME RETURN POINTS IN
l 4 AREAS WHERE THESE BUSINESSES WILL STRUGGLE TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF RETURN POINTS DUE TO LACK OF SPACE OR
@ OTHER FACTORS WHERE COMMUNAL RETURN POINTS WILL BENEFIT RECYCLING. ENSURE DRS IS WORKABLE WITHOUT JEOPARDISING
INVESTMENT IN THE SCOTTISH BREWING AND HOSPITALITY SECTOR.

PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE PROVISION OF LOCAL TRANSPORT, PROMOTE THE USE OF RURAL TRANSPORT ROUTES, POSTPONE PLANS
P TO INTRODUCE LOW EMISSION ZONES AND RULE OUT THE IMPOSITION OF THE WORKPLACE PARKING LEVY TO HELP MAINTAIN AND
QJ IMPROVE FOOTFALL AND REDUCE THE BURDEN ON PUBS ALREADY PAYING BUSINESS RATES

WORK COLLABORATIVELY WITH INDUSTRY AT A LOCAL LEVEL TO FACILITATE AN INCREASE IN THE AVAILABILITY OF LOW AND NO-
7/ ALCOHOL PRODUCTS TO CUSTOMERS

. NATIONAL SUPPORT

We call on local authority members also to use their influence to aid the recovery by advocating for the beer and pubs
sector on the national stage. Specifically, we need support to:

ASSIST IN LOWERING THE DISPROPORTIONATE TAX BURDEN ON PUBS AND BREWERS BY SUPPORTING A CUT IN BEER DUTY, WIDER
' REFORM OF THE BUSINESS RATES REGIME AND A PERMANENT REDUCTION IN VAT FOR ALL FOOD AND DRINK SALES IN THE ON-TRADE
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NTRODUCE A TWO-YEAR MORATORIUM ON POLICIES WHICH MAY CREATE ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR PUBS AND BARS AND ENGAGE
EXTENSIVELY WITH THE SECTOR WHEN CONSIDERING ANY POLICIES WHICH MAY IMPACT OUR SECTOR

SUPPORT AN ENERGY PRICE CAP ON HOSPITALITY PREMISES, SIMILAR TO THE CAP ON RESIDENTIAL PREMISES TO HELP BUSINESSES

IN THE SECTOR SURVIVE THE NEXT 12 MONTHS CONTACT US: /
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ptogneri@beerandpub.com



